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Abstract Submissions 

ERC 2022 provides a fantastic opportunity to present your work within the programme. 

Abstract key dates 

Abstract submission deadline:  Wednesday 11 May 2022, 23:59 

Abstract notifications sent – w/c Tuesday 31 May 2022 

Abstract Topics 

Please read the topic descriptions below before accessing the abstract submission site. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has severely disrupted our activities and forced us to adapt. The massive shift 
to digital activities raises questions about the maturity and sustainability of these practices in the 
future. 
Our resilient capacity and our adaptation will have to be questioned and analyzed from a socio-
professional point of view and through the working links that we have been able to maintain. The new 
normal, which is imposed on us, will have to be built on the memories of our old existences and link 
the global and the local. 
The FUTURE OF TOMORROW could not exist without taking action on sustainable development and 
being involved in the eco-responsibility of our industry. These responsibilities for the registrars and the 
heritage professionals with whom they work. 
Those involved in presentation and conservation have to respond by creating agencies, specifics 
training in universities to train new generations of collection and exhibition managers. 
Moreover, Registrars do not only work in museums or heritage institutions. They are present in art 
galleries, private foundations, and universities so as better meet the needs and requirements of a 
changing international scene. 
 
The FUTURE OF TOMORROW is the motto of this year’s European Registrars Conference and we would 
like to invite you to put forward papers on the following topics: 
 

1. RISKS MANAGEMENT 
Exhibitions, loans, moves and handling, even storage, everything our collections go through is a hazard. 
Risk is everywhere! Registrars are implicated in conservation, the planning of the moves, have to 
analysis the risks, propose measures to mitigate them and know how to react when they occur. Risk 
management is in the registrar’s DNA! It goes as far as evaluation and maintenance of buildings, 
packaging and storage, exhibition, intervention planning and back to the normal plans. 

● How do you manage these risks? 
● What methodologies have you adopted? 
● What partnerships have been initiated? 
● How do you see the role of risk manager? 

 
--------------- 
2. SUSTAINABILITY 
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One of the issues of the heritage of conservation is adaptable activity and professional practice linked 
to the ecological transition. All this cannot be down to the detriment of the good conservation of the 
works and patrimonial objects. It is imperative to control the carbon footprint of our activities and put 
in place new professional practices that are more eco-responsible. It is then necessary to align 
professional practices to the change. 

● How can we make our professional practices more eco-responsible? 
● What are the lines of research and development of new conservation materials which are 

more eco-responsible? 
● How to reduce the carbon footprint of the transportation of works of art? 

 
--------------- 
3. UNIVERSITY COLLECTIONS 

Desperately seeking a Registrar 
University museums and collections have succeeded at the turn of XXIst century to get better 
recognition not only among museum communities (creation of UMAC-ICOM in 2001) but also among 
their host institutions and universities. The reality in the field is still very diverse and a struggle for life 
is still the average activity of people in charge of U-collections and museums. Another specificity of this 
community is its diversity of profile, from professors to curators, technicians, students and retired 
persons. It is this diversity that we would like to embrace during this session and share best practices 
and tools kit that can circulate among our community. 

● What does your storage look like?  
● Do you have any inventory?  
● Do you have any online databases?  
● How do you deal with loans if any or research accessibility?  
● Is there any Registrar in your university?  

Whether you manage a Centre for preservation and study for U-collections or an attic/basement or 
cupboards, we would like to hear about your conservation policy in your institution. 
 

--------------- 
4. STORAGE 

Conservation centers and storage facilities are currently being developed within museums institutions 
and at the initiative of specialized companies. They are distinguished from classic storage by their 
heritage logic: they are places where collections are stored in the best possible conditions in order to 
guarantee their conservation, optimize their management and rationalize flows. 
Storage spaces are deployed taking into account the typology of the collections, their sensitivity, 
storage methods, air treatment and safety conditions. It is also a place whose function is closely linked 
to the missions of the institutions. This place must allow us to work on the object to ensure its 
conservation, study and circulations. Restoration and framing workshops as well as treatment rooms 
have been set up. These conservation centers also affirm their vocation to become centers of study 
and research for collections. 
They are open to the public, are visible, can be visited and mediation supports. They are also places 
where the meeting of the professions of Registrar, Conservator, Curator generates a fusion of skills in 
the service of preventive conservation. 
These projects also act on sustainable development through the rationalization of the solutions offered 
and through the typology of the architectures proposed. 

● How are these elements affirmed in the project you are developing or in which you are 
evolving? 

● Have these equipment changed your profession? 
● How is the visibility of your equipment affirmed? 
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--------------- 

5. DIGITAL COURIER 
During the last 2 years, with travel prohibited or discouraged, our community has quickly adapted to 
provide the best oversight and care possible through advanced technology and enhanced 
communication in replacement of physical courier accompaniment. 
 

• What solutions have you implemented? 

• What problems did you encounter? 

• What technical solutions have been developed? 

• Can we consider these methodologies as sustainable? 

• Is physical presence still necessary? 

• What are the administrative and insurance legal issues with regard to the development of 
these digital palliatives? 

 
--------------- 

6. TRAINING 
Initial or continuing professional training is a major issue. University training has been present in France 
for more than 20 years. 
A rich offer gives to the professionals a continuous training whose expertise is exported to other 
countries. 
Various proposals are also made through various European professional networks (NEMO, CHARTER, 
ICCROM, etc.). 
Come and talk about your experience, the initiatives that you manage or from which you have been 
able to benefit. 
 
--------------- 

7. REGISTRAR NEWS / IDEAS WORTH SPREADING 
Through the programming of this ERC, we try to cover a wide range of subjects. 

We noted in the Delegate feedback from the ERC 2018 in London a few subjects: 

• Traveling exhibitions 

• Working with companies outside museum industry, i.e. for events, nationally touring 
exhibitions 

• Unusual and/or unexpected partnerships, cooperation between 
museums/institutions/colleagues 

• Documenting of the objects, Collection Management 

• Shipping 

• Insurance 

• Legal issue 
Come tell us about it and more generally come tell us about your news, this congress is yours! 

 
--------------- 

Abstracts must comply with the following format: 

● Specify your preference of chosen topic 

● Include a 250-word overview of your proposed presentation 

● Include the authors who will be presenting at the conference, please detail the institution 

● Be written in English 
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Format: 
Available formats: 
● Speech from 15 to 18 minutes (maximum) pronounced in plenary session (500 people) or in the 

subcommittee room (250 people) followed, possibly by participation in a panel discussion 
including speakers on the subject (must be confirmed) or by an exchange with the audience with 
a Webapp (must be confirmed). 

● Poster, one slide or picture on the chosen theme and on the mode of My PhD in 180 seconds 
Language: As a European conference, the language used is English. We will try, however, to offer a 
proposal for the translation of the interventions into English and French. 
 
Support costs and access to the ERC:  
Presenting author will benefit from a pass for access to the entire ERC and scheduled evening events. 
TRAVEL AND SUBSISTENCE COSTS ARE ENTIRELY AT THEIR EXPENSE 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
- Abstract submission opens: 21 March 
- Abstract submission closes: 11 May 23:59 
- Abstract notification: w/c 31 May 2022 
 
Abstracts received after the deadline will not be accepted. 
 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS  
The abstract submission system works best with Mozilla Firefox:  Cookies needs to be enabled   
All pop-up blockers should be turned off  
 
DEFINITIONS   
Submitting author: person who physically submits the abstract   
Presenting author: person who will physically present the abstract at the conference and who is marked 
as the presenter in the programme  
 
RULES  
Failure to observe these guidelines may result in disqualification.  
 
1. Click on the ‘Submit Abstract’ button on the website and follow instructions as given. Please note that 
you will be asked to register yourself if you have not used the system before. Once registered will be 
able to use this username and password to log in and modify / submit any new abstracts. 
 
2. The correct topic must be selected to ensure correct scoring. The content of the abstract must be 
topic related. Topics are detailed on the abstract page of the conference website. Please selected the 
most appropriate topic for your submission. The Committee retain the right to amend the abstract 
category if they feel it is suited under an alternative category.  
 
4. Abbreviations should be defined.  
 
5. Do not use subtitles, e.g: Method, Results etc.  
 
6. The abstract cannot contain more than 250 Words. 
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7. Please include a maximum of two biographies for the speakers when submitting your abstract – these 
should be no longer than 250 words each. Biographies should be written in third person.  
 
8. It is undesirable to end abstracts with such phrases as "the findings will be discussed" as this is 
unhelpful to future readers.  
 
9. When you submit an abstract for the first time you will be asked to create an account. You will be able 
to use the same details to login and register. Once you have submitted your abstract you will also be 
given a unique Reference Number. Please make a note of these so that, if required, you can recall and 
update/amend your submission. Abstracts can be amended up to 23:59 on 11th May 2022 when the 
submission site closes.  
 
10. Please ensure that your abstract does not contain spelling or grammatical errors. No corrections are 
possible after the submission deadline. The abstract will be reproduced exactly as submitted in the event 
app. No proofreading will be done.  
 
11. Type the title, authors and addresses using Proper Case (i.e: do not use all capitals). Please ensure 
you add all author affiliations in when submitting your abstract to ensure they appear on the final 
abstract.  
 
12. If you need to withdraw your abstract, a written statement reflecting the reasons for this decision 
must be sent to:  ERC2022Abstracts@mci-group.com 
 

 
 


